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Arundel Gateway rezonmg supported by GDP

Helps clear way for mintimtze ts impact,
massive development

By JOSHUA STEWART
Staff Writer

The zoning changes developers
would need to framsform a large
swath of west county land into a mix
of shops, offices and 1,600 homes is
ingluded in the proposed update of the
county General Development Plan.

Arundel Qateway, a 300-acre proj-
ect that also fs slated to include a
supermarket and several restaurants,
is in Hne for zoning changes that are
cruelal for the developers — Ribera

ment Plan every 10 years to provide
a master blueprint for development
throughout Anne Arundel County.

When and if the GDP Is approved
by the County Council, parcels that
could be rezoned will be reviewed and
vetted. The landowner would have to
support the rezoning, but citizens may
oppose If, too, said Larry Tom, diree-
q tor of the Department of Planning and
iz = Zoning.

rap! Councilman Jamle Bemolt, -

Development and Greeuberg Gibbons c?p‘wgw Crownsville, sald he didnt k;’ow if
Commercial — to break ground. cial mixed-uss, the developers will be sald plans for.the project are mov. he would support the rezoning for the

Currently, the land fs zomed for able to build their mix of homes and ing along well. He also sald he plans property, which ia'in his district.
industrial use for bulldings like ware- businesses as planned. to perform a iraific analysis for the He sald people who already lve
houses, But if it 13 rezoned to commer-  John Stamato, president of Ribera, .project and make accommedations to (See 'ZONING Page Af)

- r

The recommendation in the county's
plan doesn't mean the rezoning is cer-
tain, the county administration said.’
Citizens can still fight it later. The
county updates the General Develap-’

ZONING

in the area are agalnst the
project, particularly . all the
homes, but If it lsn't rezoned
the larid éould be turned into a
large commerciat or dustrial
complex. That would be less
desirable than the balance of
qges the develaper {3 planning,
he sald.

i 8 havent made a comrmit. -
ment one way or the other on
how F'm, going to vote,” Benoit
sald. )

Critics of ‘Arundel Gateway
have argued that foo much traf:
fie will be put on nearby roads
because of the 1,600 homes
there, Additionatly, they sald
they are doubiful the utility
systems and streets they depend
on will be fmproved to accom-
wodate the new people.- . .-

Rezoning the land carples
problems, sald Tim Reyburn,
a member of a group that ad-
vised the county through the
GDP process, It runs the risk
of stralning reads and util-
ity aystems and overwhelming
schools, especially -if méney
fsn't invested in upgrading
them, he sald.

The -county wants to rezone
the Arundel Gateway property
because of the tens of thousands
of jobs headed to Fort George
G, Meade in the next fow years.”
This project, 1f bullt, could’
help house many of them, sald’

Reyburn, who glso Is president

of the Russett Community As.
soclation.

But at- the same ﬁme, the
area may not be ready for alt of
this, he safd. ey

The job surgeat the fort s

good, “but do po reaily ‘have
the sufficient inh'astmetu.re or

"the abllity to spend impact fees?
I don't think sq, " Reybura sald. |

The far wesfern corner of the
county has fbeen . thronieally
forgotten, and i “seems. as If
the General"’Development Plan

is just anothor example of that

he said,
.The Arundel Gateway project
is the la.rgest of the e[ght land-

Tse changés broposed in [:Y
'draﬂ of the plan and iwas one .
of the few rezonings that were
‘added tnward the . end--of -the

revision éprocess At’ ﬁ.rst 44

-zonlng"c anges were suggested. -
When ‘that ‘drew protests, the .
'nu.mher: went to zero, then to

44 again and then ﬁnaﬂy "down
to eight, people involve
process said ) ;

Overall ths proposed p!an'

holds the ‘status’ quo. On the
polar ends of the: development
spectrum, i will continue fo
keep south county rufat i'md
will direct developmant to west
county The priority ~funding
akeas’ — logations ' Wl
county fries fo funnet_ new

{devalopment — ara mosf.iy 1!1
i west and north’ county,

1ike they were In _the '903
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