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Developers propose massive
urban center near Fort Meade

By KATIE ARCIERI
Stall Writer
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The partnorship haa not
submitied plans to the couniy
for the development bear the
Intersection of Routes 198 and
485 and abutting the Peiuxent
Rosearch Refuge, bul began
canversatlions  with  County
Executive Janet S5  Owons
administration six manths
ago. County Councllman Bill
Hurlisen has agreed to submil
leghslation next month reson
ing the area from industrial to
mixed use

Planning and Zoning Officer
Jog Rutter said the county's
concerns invalve the dwindling
supply of lnnd soned for indus
trial use

“There s very littls W1 In
dustrial land.” he said “That s
the county executive's concern

There hus boon no evaluation
of water, sewer, road capac
Ity, schools, Thare's a It of
unknowns right mow.*

Aren residents questionad the
impact of the proposal

“It's definitely guing o af
fect traffic,” snld Tim Reybam,
presilent of the Huossett Com
munity Associatlon afl
nitely poing 1o affect stornge
It's definttely guing to affect all
af thot We slready gof & water
CHT g ot there

Ray Smallwood, president of
the Maryland City Civic Amso
clation, he has “grave misgiv
ings,” especially about the im
pact impact on his community's
water supply, Maryland City
Is already widar water restric
tlons through October

“This summeor, §t's besn
absolutely ridiculous,” be said
“They don't have snough wates
i We'rs wondering where
o gl oar next
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Mixed use spreads

The project more  than
three thmes the skee of the
Watgh Chapsl center in Gam
brills— ks the lniest in & serles
of massive mized use projects
propossd Lhe county

The Tl-acre Village at Wough
Clapel on Route 3 in Gam
brills was the first mixeduse
development in the county
Developer are now planning an
expansion called Wangh Chapel
Village South that will ncluds
of 5500000 square feet of retail.
28 condos, and a Wegman's
grocery slore, among other
amenitios

(denton Town Center s &
| E2acre site that will consist
of 3500 homes neross from Ford
Meade base, 1 community
ter and retall amenities

MNear Annapolis, Annapolls
Towne Centre al Parole is a
massive H00 development, jusi
outshde the elty, will include
#85 housing units, along with

608000 square fesl of retafl
space, n Target and a Whole
Foods

Tha developers sald Arundel
Gateway would provide an ap
portanity fo bulld homes close

e, proventing
having to dris

Ing at the doorstep of the jobs *
Mr. Stamato sald

Mr., Stamato said the firm
already liad “preliminsry
discussions™ aboul the project
with Maryland City and Rus
st residents, who expresssd n
-.-r upscals s
Club, Target and
.|I-"|l..'- provide ahe

& eariiest
an opport

¥ to do some

nlee restitranis.™ Mr Stnmnato

sald. "All the big box s already

there., What they're missing

s the Starbucks, the Talbots
the upscale-style store.”

Mr, Stamnio added that the
dovelopment  would provide
Fort Meads esmployess with
bhousing where they wouldn't
bave to deal with security
checkpoints, s they would i
ey lived on bass

Mr. Burlison, D-Odenion, has

agrend (o submit reroning leg
Islatjon to the County Counchl
of Sepd, §

"For decades, it has besn the
plon and program o develop
neaded Dncilities in w
ty,” sald Mr. DBurlls
step down after i}
wvlections. “The r
seema logical and res |--.|'| |r'||-
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comprised
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and
communities and Fort Meads to
divcuss the layont and design of
the project

The companies would bulld

n pump stathon hooking up 1o
the Maryland Clty sewer facl
ity, and poasibly exiend pablic
sower 10 @ irailer park foeatsd
on the property

Mr. Stamn
ny plans to o i
fram  the Pafuxent HResearch

Refupge wilillife cantor

In terms of irafic
the county s |Jocking inic
possibidlity of widening two-lane
Route 1% to & four- or six-lane
lami divided highway all ithe
way 1o the base, he sald

County concerns

Hibera Devel
county officials 3
ga8 LG profect. Mr
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Arundel

M Stunnio’'s  company
went back and etudiel  the
andeveloped land, and found i
wasn't conducive for offies o
industrial buildings becsuse the
proporiy's terrnln has between
10 ko 16 foot slopos. Also, trucks
are denled access from Houte
188 io Moute 285, forcing the
vehiclss 0 meander through
routes 198 and 32 o get to the
majar roads

“Wa have proved thai this
land is mod sultable for™ fndus
trial use, Mr. Stomato said

He sald members of hi§ oom
munity have asked for upecale
restanrants, but that s develop
mant with up to 1,600 homes |
a “little exoesaive.”

Oiher local leaders also have
siald they believe this develop
mant has s piefalle, but will
dmw attentlon to the area's
insiies

Stnte Sen. John A Glannett)
Jr., D-Laurel, said while there
may be some infrastructure is
sized, the population boom this
profect will create will furn
heads, which Is a good thing

“Route 188 ls overinxed righi
miow, but 1 Imagine that this
ks the type of thing that conld

strong
10l
ary school
tation nnd

anod
[POAL

Until improvemsents are s& in
stone, Mr. Glanettl sadd he will
have n community organization
that monltors traffic on Roote
18 follow the development and
lmipset of the road

"Wa 0 Erowill I& coamn

Mr. Gl sald.  "We
can't stop It fist have f
prepare for i0," he sajd
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